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LEACH STREET COMMONS MEETING MINUTES
A PART OF THE STERLING NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION MEETING

OCTOBER 14, 2021 – 6 PM

On Thursday October 14, 2021, Arbor Land Design and Cobblestone Homes were invited to present the
proposed development of 1 acre of land surrounded by Griffin Street to the north, South Leach Street to
the west, and Ethel Street to the south.  The property is better identified by the tax map number
0084000500100 – the owner of record is Chelsea Investments LLC and Sllim LLC.  The presentation occurred
during the regular monthly meeting of the Sterling Neighborhood Association.  Konrad Nyblom
(Cobblestone) was unable to connect to the Zoom Meeting due to technical difficulties.  James Martin and
Austin Allen presented the project and fielded questions and concerns from the community.

PRESENTATION

James Martin focused on the following items in the presentation of the project:

1. The property is RM-2 which allows 20 units per acre.  The proposed development contains 19 single-
family attached homes.

2. Access to the property is from Griffin Street to the north and Ethel Street to the south.  No access
from South Leach Street.

3. Private drives will provide access to the rear of homes facing South Leach Street and Griffin Street
4. Homes facing Ethel Street will have driveways onto Ethel Street.
5. Drives on Ethel Street will be ribbon drives.
6. Garages facing Ethel Street will be designed in such a way that they do not appear to be garages.
7. Although the site slopes from north to south, the developer will most likely need a 3rd floor of living

space.
8. Unlike the units on Arlington Avenue, these units will not be Federal Style with a flat roof.  The Roof

will have hips, gables, and dormers so that the 3rd floor does not appear to be a 3rd floor.
9. There will be no on street parking, guest parking is along internal private drives.
10. Garbage collection will be in the same manner as the collection in the area.
11. Cluster Box Units will be provided.
12. Open space exceeding 3,800 square feet will be provided.

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS

1. There was concern about Griffin Street to the north.  Griffin Street is a one-way street that has been
improved partially.  Mr. Martin indicated that Griffin Street would be improved between the
western edge of the property and Leach Street.  Mr. Martin indicated that thew developer would
explore eliminating the drive connection to Griffin Street.

2. There was likewise concern that Ethel Street was not wide enough to handle additional traffic.  Mr.
Martin indicated that Ethel Street would be improved from the western edge of the property to
Leach Street.  Mr. Martin indicated at this time that South Leach Street would not be improved but
was not in need of improvement.  Mr. Martin indicated that the current access would be eliminated
to the site and new curb/gutter and sidewalk installed.

3. Dot Russell was concerned with the number of units located on the site.  It is currently 10 and would
go to 19.

4. Dot Russell and several other residents indicated concern over the displacement of the existing
residents.  Mr. Martin indicated that the current owner held the responsibility for relocating the
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displaced neighbors and that the developer would purchase the property after the relocation of the
residents. Note: A second meeting was set for October 27th to discuss this matter.

5. The neighbors were concerned about the height of the proposed homes.  Mr. Martin indicated that
the roof would have hips, gables, and dormers so that the 3rd floor does not appear to be a 3rd floor.
The neighbor indicated that the “straight up and down” was the issue and that this solution would
work.

6. The most significant discussion centered on the current residents and the need for affordable
housing in the community.

7. Konrad’s availability was questioned and led to a long discussion.  That discussion was resolved after
the meeting by setting an additional meeting on October 27th.

Please accept these as the minutes for the meeting.  Members of the Sterling Neighborhood Association,
the City of Greenville, and other presenters were in attendance.

Sincerely,

ARBOR LAND DESIGN LLC

James D. Martin, III, RLA
Senior Principal
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